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What’s a good presentation?

• A GOOD PRESENTATION IS SOMETHING 

THAT IS REALLY INTERSTING, 

INFORMATIVE AND GIVE YOU ALL THE 

INFORMATION YOU NEED ABOUT THE 

SUBJECT. IT HAS TO LAST JUST AS 

LONG AS THE TIME LIMIT AND IT HAS 

TO GET OVER ALL THE INFORMATION 

IN THAT AMOUNT OF TIME.

• A really good presentation will have lots of good colours, pictures 
and even animations

Yuk! The colours are terrible, and part of it is illegible. This has been thrown 
together, with bright colours (presumably to try to make it attractive!) and different 

fonts – why use different fonts? It doesn’t help. Also, the bullet point text is far too 

wordy.
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Many different 

ways to give a 

presentation

A really bright clear message on this slide, but what could you actually say about 
it? This would be better as just a heading and then some bullets to prompt the 

different ways mentioned.
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Giving a good presentation
How To Give A Great Presentation
• Posted July 20, 2005 —
If you’ve never spoken before a meeting with a speech coach can really help. They talk with you, get 

an idea of your style and will offer you some specific advice on how to address the crowd, what 
your particular problems might be and more. For example when I went I was told:

• Speak slower. 

• Talk to individuals in the crowd. 

• Think before you speak. Take pauses. These things were (and still are) very, very helpful for me 
to remember when I’m speaking. Going over them before I get up there reminds me and helps me 
be more calm and confident.

• A few other ways to prepare yourself:

• Drink lots of water. 

• Get a good night’s sleep. 

• Avoid the urge to go out drinking the night before. If you do, moderate yourself. (Especially if 
you’re at SXSW.) 

• Eat. 

• Breathe. 

• Visualize a positive outcome. 

• Hang out with the other speakers (if there are any) and ask them questions and for advice. This 
always helps me as they will usually build you up. 

Really badly put together. The font size of the heading means it doesn’t fit the 
page. The font size of the text means that it is illegible.

There is far too much text on this page – it will be really hard for the audience to 

read and they will be much more concentrated on that than listening to the 
speaker. Also, it is very likely that the speaker will end up reading this small text 

off the screen or a script, rather than talking naturally from bullet-point prompts.

Notice too that the  text is clearly just copied from a website – that’s plagiarism. 
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Giving a good presentation 

continued• Keep text to a minimum. No more than 5 bullet points per slide and if you can keep them to one 
core idea—that’s better. People will tend to read this stuff and not pay attention to what you’re 
saying. 

• Check the contrast and font size. Make sure that if you have text on the screen that people can 
read it. 

• Use pictures to get your idea across. They’re easier to remember, less distracting and make more 
impact. Have stories ready and use imagery to set the backdrop. 

• Avoid complicated charts and graphs, they’re hard for your audience to follow. Keep visual ideas 
very simple. 

• Check the resolution of your presentation. Maybe go with 800×600 to be safe. I don’t know how 
many times I’ve seen slides that don’t fit on the screen. You never know for sure how it’s going to 
work out when you get things set up if you don’t have full control over the environment. 

• Have simple to follow notes to go along with your slides and major talking points. They should 
serve as a reminder, not something for you to read from. 

• Think positive. 

• Tell stories. Stories will get your idea across much better than charts and graphs and numbers. 
They also have the added benefit of helping to engage your audience. 

• Don’t read your slides. They should support what you are saying, not be what you are saying. The 
same goes for your notes. 

• Keep your intro short and strong. People want to know who you are, but they also want to get into 
the meat of your talk. A quick, solid and clear intro is better than a meandering joke or list of 
accomplishments any day. Changes are most people in the audience know a bit about you 
already. 

Just as the one before – illegible, poorly put together, too much text. A really 
pointless slide!


